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There have been exciting finds in the fields behind Malthouse Farm, Benner Lane, where Martin 

Grant Homes are soon to build 95 dwellings: an Iron Age settlement dating back to about 2,500 

years ago; a Bronze Age storage or rubbish pit which may be up to 5,000 years old; and some 

medieval remains. 

They were identified during the statutory archaeological survey of the housing site prior to the 

beginning of construction. There is now a need for further excavations. 

I have been talking to and emailing the archaeologists who are conducting the excavations, and 

contacting Martin Grant Homes who own the land, and I can give you an update on the situation as 

it is at the moment. 

 

What has been discovered so far 

Bronze Age 

The oldest discovery is a Bronze Age storage or rubbish pit. In Britain the Bronze Age is approx 3000 

BC - 800 BC. This means the storage pit could have been in use about 5,000 years ago. 

Excavations in the vicinity of the Bronze Age pit have found nothing else, suggesting that it’s an 

isolated pit – or else all traces have disappeared. No further excavations are proposed here. 

Iron Age 

The most exciting discovery has been the Iron Age settlement in another part of the fields. In Britain 

the dates for the Iron Age are reckoned as about 800 BC to around 100 AD, when the Romans had 

become well established and a new Romano-British society was being formed.  

Initially pottery was found. Now two roundhouses and a granary store have been identified. The 

roundhouses would probably have been much like the reconstructions which can be seen today at 

the Stonehenge visitor centre: a circle of posts supporting walls of wattle and mud, with a circular 

roof made of material such as reeds, furze or straw. The houses have been detected from the way 

rainwater runs off the circular roof and wears a tiny trench around the houses. It is two such circular 

trenches which have been identified here so far. There may well have been other roundhouses not 



 

 

yet discovered There are also some post-holes associated with one of the circular trenches. The 

evidence for the granary store is a pattern of post-holes in a rectangular formation.  

In view of these findings, the area for detailed excavation has been extended. Mechanical scrapers 

are removing about 2 feet of topsoil which is being carried by dumper trucks to another part of the 

site, to leave the Iron Age settlement area clear and ready for the archaeologists’ manual 

excavations. This topsoil-removal stage is likely to finish during next week (w/c 31 July). 

Medieval 

Some medieval remains have been found in another part of the fields, close to Benner Lane. I do not 

have further information about it. 

 

Continuous occupation during 3000-5000 years 

So we see a pattern of continuous occupation for about 3000-5000 years, here in West End.  

 The earliest community of people had a technology which had advanced only to making implements 

in bronze. Our local family or tribe may have dwelt somewhere in the vicinity of today’s Benner 

Lane, near their storage pit, and they buried some of their dead (certain of their tribal leaders, 

perhaps) in raised mounds on Brentmoor Heath – the four barrows which can still be seen west of 

the houses on New England Hill, alongside the track that runs close to Red Road (map reference 

935614). We can confidently say that West End’s landscape was heathland in Bronze Age times, 

because of the acidic soil. It would have been something like parts of present-day Brentmoor Heath 

and Chobham Common. 

A later community, living in roundhouses in West End, belonged to a civilisation that had learned to 

make iron tools and weapons; that is, they had the ability to smelt iron ore, remove impurities and 

regulate the amount of carbon in the alloy, to produce usable iron. They grew crops and stored 

some of it in the granary discovered next to the roundhouses. 

Later, from 43 AD onwards, the Romans arrived. They made at least one road through West End, 

which (from evidence found when the M3 was being dug out) ran through what is now Turf Hill Park. 

Occupation in the Benner Lane area continued through medieval times, as shown by the evidence 

found near Benner Lane). 

Today we are just the latest residents in a very long line stretching back at least 3000 years, and 

maybe 5000 years or more. 

 

Next steps and publication of findings 

The excavations have been commissioned (via Surrey County Council) by the landowners, Martin 

Grant Homes. Martin Grant have told me “We welcome the opportunity to share with the local 



 

 

community the findings of our archaeological studies” and referred to their “ongoing commitment 

to work with local residents”. 

The excavation work is being conducted by professionals from Cotswold Archaeology, a specialist 

company offering “heritage and archaeological services”. Their work is independent, and their direct 

reporting is to Surrey County Council. 

After the mechanical removal of topsoil is completed next week, a team of professional 

archaeologists will conduct further excavations on the Iron Age area, using hand tools such as 

trowels and brushes. This stage is likely to take around three or four weeks. The findings will be fully 

recorded, including photographs and diagrams. The soil and material in the Iron Age holes and 

trenches will be sent to a laboratory to be analysed, looking for evidence of the people’s diet – as 

shown for example by seeds and other plant remains. 

When the excavations are completed (around end August probably), the excavation site will be 

covered up and Martin Grant will be able to begin constructing homes on that part of their site. 

Modern 21st century homes where roundhouses had stood 2500 years ago. 

The analysis of all the findings, and the preparation of reports is likely to take about 9 months – 

hence finished around May 2018.  

I asked whether Cotswold and/or Martin Grant would be prepared to give a public lecture to the 

village, and to visit Holy Trinity School with a presentation (since the Iron Age is a subject they 

study). They readily agreed to do so, at around May 2018. 

I also asked if volunteers from West End could take part in the dig, using trowels and brushes and 

pushing wheelbarrows. I also asked if visits to the excavations could be arranged, with an 

explanation of what can be seen on the ground. Unfortunately neither will be possible, and for the 

same reasons. This is a construction site with heavy machinery moving around close to the 

archaeological excavations; health & safety regulations are very strict on construction sites. 

Everyone would need insurance cover, and workers on the dig would also need CSCS cards 

(Construction Skills Certificate Scheme). This ‘rescue dig’ is not like the more leisurely digs on sites 

with no construction going on around them. 

The physical objects found, such as pieces of pottery, belong to the owner of the land, namely 

Martin Grant Homes. In the great majority of cases developers agree to release the artifacts to 

museums; in this case it would be Surrey County Council who’d decide where they go (the museum 

in Camberley perhaps?). However I’m told the pottery is not much to look at - only small blackened 

shards of pots. 

Photographs 

There are two photographs of the Iron Age site, as it was on Friday morning 28 July, The topsoil has 

been removed, down to the level at which the archaeologists will begin their detailed manual 

excavations.  



 

 

               

There are also two photographs of the replica roundhouses at the Stonehenge visitors centre, which 

by chance I visited three weeks ago and photographed. They illustrate approximately what our West 

End settlement buildings would have looked like. 

              

Photographs can be seen on the WEAG website here 

Regards 

Guy Consterdine 

Secretary, WEAG 

contact@weag.info 


