
Dear WEAG Supporters 

Update - William Lacey Appeal Hearing 

You will remember that several months ago the developer William Lacey appealed 

against the Borough Council’s non-determination and subsequent refusal of their 

application to build 84 houses on land south of Kings Road. The appeal was heard 

in public by a Planning Inspector last Wednesday, 16th. 

The arguments for and against the development were covered in detail, and the 

Inspector, Mr Boniface, now has the task of assessing all the evidence and 

reaching a binding decision. We anticipate it will take some weeks. 

The hearing was held in the Council Chamber in Camberley. William Lacey fielded 

a team of seven, led by a sharp QC. The Borough Council’s team of three was led 

by Jane Ireland, Planning Policy Manager. 

In addition there was a substantial attendance by other interested parties. The 

majority of the WEAG committee were there, together with a number of other 

members. Other attendees included the would-be developers of West End’s 

other two ‘reserve sites’: Southern Heritage (land around Malthouse Farm) and 

Taylor Wimpey (land north of Beldam Bridge Road), together with their joint 

agent Mr Bond from Wolf Bond Planning. There was also a representative of the 

Windlesham team who are opposing a large planning application on their own 

‘reserve site’. 

The atmosphere whilst controlled was open and friendly to local residents, who 

had the opportunity to speak at certain points. Several WEAG representatives 

did so. Guy Consterdine spoke on the importance of maintaining the intrinsic 

rural character of the area, citing sections of the National Planning Policy 

Framework which supported this, and quoting some precedents elsewhere. Later 

he interjected on school places, Holy Trinity being full to capacity, and school 

developments in the area being inadequate.  Dr Jeff Llewellyn spoke on the 

impact on traffic of more children having to travel to schools outside the village 

(due to Holy Trinity’s catchment area being drawn in more tightly) and similarly 

patients from the proposed development having to travel to doctors outside the 

area as the local practice may have to close its books. He also challenged the 

developer’s modelling of extra traffic generated by the proposed estate as 

being far too low. Ian Allard interjected with comments on traffic and change of 



use of buildings sites (category ‘C2’) as with Dyckmore, and Beulah Kingston 

commented on schools. 

Speakers from Rose Meadow, the cul-de-sac which William Lacey propose to use 

as the access to their estate, included Jason Ing who reported on the settled 

community which has developed over 12 years and how damaging the new estate 

would be. He and neighbour Charlotte Walters spoke on the impact of the extra 

traffic through Rose Meadow and the safety of children. Charlotte stated that 

this was a private road maintained by residents. 

Speakers from Kings Road were Diane Doney and Mike Lazer.  Diane spoke about 

the impact on Kings Road residents, and the need to consider and protect 

wildlife.  Diane also interjected a number of times on points of policy including 

how school places are assessed, and change of use (‘C2’) as with converting 

Dyckmore to a care home. 

In the end the Inspector’s decision seems likely to hinge principally on whose 

housing targets up to 2025 he adopts: the Borough’s targets, which the Borough 

asserts can be met without needing to use the William Lacey site, or the 

developer’s calculation of housing targets which are much higher, and mean that 

the reserve land will be required very soon.  

Another very significant factor is whether the Inspector believes that the 

various plots of land elsewhere in the Borough which the Council cites as being 

able to meet their housing targets really will become available for building within 

the next few years. 

We await the Inspector’s verdict.  On it will likely depend the fate of the two 

other applications to build on West End’s ‘reserve land’.  WEAG will keep you 

posted. 

Regards 

 

 

Guy Consterdine 

Secretary -West End Action Group 
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