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5 August 2016 
 
Dear WEAG Supporters 
 

Village Design Statement 

WEAG is delighted to say that West End’s Village Design Statement (VDS) was formally adopted by 
Surrey Heath Borough Council’s Executive Committee earlier this week. The VDS sets out design 
guidelines for planned housing developments. 

Adoption by the Borough means that the VDS is a statutory Supplementary Planning Document and 
must be consulted by planners when considering planning applications, to check that applicants’ 
designs would be suitable in the context of their surroundings. 

WEAG has already made use of the draft of the VDS in commenting on one of the major 
development proposals in the village, and we will be able to use the approved VDS with greater 
force in the future. 

The VDS divides West End into ten ‘character areas’ with their own specific characteristics, 
illustrated with photographs and maps. Design guidelines are set out for each area. Developers and 
landowners should take account of these guidelines when putting forward plans for development. 
The document contains an explanation of the Special Protection Area (SPA), the Suitable Alternative 
Natural Greenspace (SANG) regulation, and other planning requirements which have affected the 
development of the village in recent years. There is also a brief note on the history of the village, and 
a number of appendices and other information.  

It has been a long process to create this document, and to see it through the machinery of the 
Borough Council. The initial meeting to set up the Steering Group took place as long ago as 18 March 
2009. Immense thanks are due to the dedicated team who have worked on the VDS steering 
committee, chaired throughout by Judy Douch. 

The VDS is of significant historical importance, for it records in great detail the village as it is in 2016. 
It is very readable, and I recommend downloading it from WEAG’s website, here. (At the moment 
this is the final draft; the approved version will have one small amendment to Guideline 4. The final 
version will be uploaded when we have received it from SHBC.) 

Regards 

Guy Consterdine 
Secretary, West End Action Group 
contact@weag.info 
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