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e-mail: contact@weag.info 

To:  Councillor Joanne Potter Mayor 

 Ms Karen Whelan Chief Executive 

Surrey Heath Borough Council 

  Knoll Road 

 Camberley GU15 3HD 

   

Dear Councillor Potter & Ms Whelan 

Planning Applications Committee meeting Wednesday 10 February 2016: 

Planning Application 15/0844 

I am writing on behalf of the West End Action Group (WEAG). We question whether correct 

procedures were followed by the Planning Applications Committee in its decision to approve 

application 15/0884 during its meeting on 10 February and wish to make a complaint about the 

conduct of the meeting. 

After discussion of the application the Chair asked for Councillors to propose and second 

support for the Planning Officer’s recommendation for approval. None of the Councillors 

present responded and we believe this should have been construed as their lack of support for 

the recommendation. 

The Chair then forcibly reminded the Committee Members of their obligation that should they 

not accept the Planning Officer’ recommendation, they must state their reasons for doing so 

solely on planning grounds. He then stated that he was not prepared to debate the matter all 

night and effectively curtailed any further discussion by proposing acceptance himself. WEAG 

is not clear if this is in accordance with the Council’s own rules of procedure for the conduct of 

Planning Application Committee meetings (paragraphs 18.3.4 and 18.3.5).  

Following the Chair’s proposal to support the application, the Committee then voted by eight 

votes to five in support.  We contend that as the Committee was clearly not happy to propose 

the Planning Officer’s recommendation, the outcome might have been different had the Chair 

allowed further full discussion of all the issues after his intervention. As it was Committee 

members were denied further opportunity to respond. 

We therefore request that this application is recalled for discussion and decision by the full 

Council prior to any final decision being notified to the applicant. 

We are minded to take this matter to the Local Government Ombudsman and would therefore 

appreciate your response within 10 weeks of the date of this letter. 

Yours sincerely  

Beulah Kingston 

Chair West End Action Group (WEAG) 

contact @weag.info 

P.S.  This letter is being copied for information to: 

Mrs Jenny Rickard, Executive Head, Regulatory, The Rt. Hon. Michael Gove MP Surrey Heath 


